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(vi) Waziristan. Early in May the rumours of
the failure of the British Raj had reached Waziristan
and the situation became dangerous, culminating
in the investment of the Datta Khei Post by rebels
on 13th May. After a 24-hour ultimatum the
disaffected villages were bombed; thirty houses
were destroyed and seven persons killed, and the
rebels surrendered. Subsequently the Basmak
Column marched out and reached Datta Khel on
15th May. The effectiveness of the column had
been a matter of controversy, but the facts are
that even before the column began to move the
Maliks had left their tribes hi order to submit, and
had surrendered unconditionally before it had
reached Datta Khel.

Later in May a further lashkar was raised near
Basmak by other sections which threatened to
attack loyal villages. Bombing followed the usual
warning, and although the casualties were few no
further action was necessary.

In July, after gold payments and propaganda,
there was a recrudescence of unrest amongst the
Mahsuds, and the Basmak Column marched out
and home again; but affairs continued to deterior-
ate, and two lashkars formed. One of these, with
some 3000 men, invested and fired upon Sarrarogha
Post. Warnings were issued, and the bombing of
selected villages and the lashkar itself, and the
stout resistance of the defenders, soon disheartened
the rebels, who broke up and withdrew. The
Basmak Column, with air reconnaissance, marched
out against the other lashkar and, drawing con-
siderable opposition, engaged the rebels at short
range. The Mahsuds received a number of
casualties but followed up and sniped the column
when it withdrew to camp. Our losses from this
column action were 24 killed and wounded, and
' the tribesmen's were estimated at considerably
more. Bombing continued, and the Maliks were
not long in coming in and begging for it to be
stopped; with the exception of a few sections
which submitted later, a full jirga accepted our
terms unconditionally. In almost every instance
the submission of the sections followed in the
sequence in which they had been bombed, and no
heavy casualties resulted from these bombing
operations. The effectiveness of air action was
again proved by the 1933 incident when Wazirs
and Mahsuds flocked across the Border and
attacked various centres in Khost: the mere threat
of air attack brought them back from Afghanistan,
(vii) Utman Khel. In July a Bajaur rising
under the indefatigable Faqir of ALingar occurred.
After the expiration of an ultimatum selected
villages were bombed, and within two days the
lashkar bad recrossed the Swat Biver and dispersed.
According to the most reliable ground reports no
more than 29 were killed and some dozen wounded.
Towards the end of July a further section raised
a lashkar in Utman Khel, but after an ultimatum
this quickly dispersed without waiting for bombing.

It is interesting to notice that in no instance in the
Utman Khel has any section punished by the
bombing of their villages risen a second time.

(viii) Peshaicar Incursion. The Peshawar In-
cursion took place over the eight-miles-wide
Khajuri Plain which separates the cantonment
from the foothills of the towering horseshoe moun-
tain barrier which encompasses the fertile valley.
The Plain is covered with intersecting ravines and
nullahs, and on the outskirts of Peshawar are
dense crops, orchards, and numerous villages.

The first incursion was at the beginning of June.
Aircraft early reported the lashkar moving from
the Tirah towards Peshawar, but the political
situation would not allow offensive action to be
taken. When over 3000 tribesmen had assembled
in the foothills it became obvious that Peshawar
was threatened, and bombing commenced that
night at dusk. During the hours of darkness some
1000 of the most daring elements advanced on
Peshawar, but it was afterwards reported that the
night bombing dissuaded the remainder from
leaving the caves. Next day an army force of all
arms failed to dislodge completely the parties who
were concealed in the excellent cover round the
cantonment. In this sweep we lost a number of
killed and wounded, and many were exhausted
from the extreme heat of the Indian summer. The
Afridis are known to have suffered considerable
casualties. It is generally agreed that although
the army sweep had some effect on the Afridis, it
was the harassing bombing, culminating in a threat
to bomb Afridi villages, that was the deciding
factor in the tribesmen's withdrawal and return
along the Bara Valley. The political reports place
the total Afridis killed and wounded by air action
at under 100.

In August the situation in the Tirah again
deteriorated. Small parties moved down the Bara
Valley until some 6000 had collected in the foothill
caves. The large Peshawar garrison had been
heavily reinforced, but even with three clear days*
warning the army was helpless to stay the advance:
indeed, except for a few small patrols, the force
remained behind the heavy wire of the cantonment
entanglements. Unfortunately, the political autho-
rities were unable to give permission for the Afridi
villages to be bombed, and air action was restricted
to the scattered lashkar and the villages in the
Bara Valley which were supporting and giving
passage to the rebels. A number of braver spirits
advanced at night across the plain to within the
limits of Peshawar City; a few penetrated through
the entanglements and right into the army's main
store depot. The army operated in the enclosed
country of the Khajuri Plain with great difficulty
and with no great success.

During this period bombing of the lashkar
continued, and various selected villages in the Bara
Valley were warned and bombed, and in due
course they stopped supplies to the lashkar and
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